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Embrace the Opportunity 

Every second of every day is another opportunity to make a difference. 31,622,400 seconds is 
a long time when you look at how one little moment is all it takes to change the life of some-
body. For those around us, impact good or bad we grow and learn from every moment of our 
life, and our future is shaped by what opportunities we choose to take the challenge of, or let 
slide by. Come 12:59 on December 31, 2004 as you look back, what will be the one moment 
that defines your year. Will it be the letter of thanks from a family that you helped to have a 
merry Christmas when they were down on their luck? Will it be the gleaming smile on a child’s 
face as the first burst of color lights up the night’s sky after a long day of 4th of July projects, or 
the jokes you get over e-mail from a new friend you met at the national Jaycee convention. Any 
way you look at it, Jaycees can give you the keys to unlocking many opportunities in your life 
over the next 366 days. Training, Socials, Fundraisers, and travel we will do it all, but it takes 
you stepping up embracing the opportunities that are before you. 
 
As we head into 2004 there are some small thanks to some special people who helped us fin-
ish the year strong. Jill and Jodi for their work with the Christmas projects, Lisa for her great 
work on the newsletter all year, Gene and Kim for stepping up to state board positions and 
serving the Nebraska Jaycees. To all those who chaired or worked on a project in 2003 you all 
are a great group of people, without every one of you, we would not be able to do what we do 
each year. 
 
Coming up over the next few months we have some exiting opportunities for you. A big thank 
you to Lea Alderman and Lynn Weiland for putting together the Chapter’s inaugural at the end 
of January, Jeramie Abel for taking on FAC’s, and to the 2004 Board of Directors you all have 
taken on a special opportunity and stepped up to make the most of the chapter this next year. 
Henry Geisenbier, founder of the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, made this chal-
lenge to the membership “In your hands lies the destiny of a great organization.” Fellow Lincoln 
Jaycees, let’s seize the day and make every moment count in 2004! 
 
Brad Cornelius 
President 
Lincoln Jaycees 2004 

 

January General  
Membership Meeting (GMM) 

 

January 7,  2004 at 7:00 pm 
World Famous P.O. Pears Restaurant 

332 South 9th Street 
(parking meters only monitored until 6pm) 

 

CPG, L.O.T.S.  
R.D. NVP...???? 

 
Not quite sure what is being said? 
Come to the Jaycee Orientation 
January 7, 2004, 6:15 pm at P.O. 
Pears to find out. Before the Gen-

eral membership meeting we will tell 
you more about Who the  

Jaycees are, Where we came from, 
and yes, of course we will also let 
you know the Jaycee lingo. New 

Members, Old Members, and those 
with a general sense of curiosity are 

all welcome. 



January Pitch Night 
 
This month’s January Pitch 
night will be held on: 

Saturday January 10, 2004 at 7:00 pm 
At Tony Singleton’s  house. 
5345 West Madison,   314-1100 

Please join us for 10- point pitch. If you 
would like to learn how to play please be 
there at 7:00. Bring a friend to join in the 
fun. BYOB and please bring your favorite 
snack to share. 

If you would like to host a Pitch Party 
please contact me:  
Jenny Seamans 770-1184. 

Any questions me let me know, we look 
forward to seeing you on Saturday night. 
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January FAC! 
 
Day and Date:  Friday, January 30th 
Time: 5:00 PM until ? 
Location: Brewsky’s North  
                 (27th & Cornhusker Hwy) 
Chairperson: Jeramie Abel 

Here are our January 2004 membership renewals. If we turn in the names on the 10th of the 
month we get a discount and save the chapter some cash. There are a few of you who are on 
the board of Directors who are due this month. I am just going to hope you are renewing :) If 
you know if any of the other individuals may be renewing please pass that information on to 
me. 
We hope to have an audited roster out to the full board soon. We want to provide you with the 
most current information available. If anybody has any questions on closeout or what is in-
volved please feel free to ask.  – Brad Cornelius 
 January Members Due   February Members Due 
 ANN FEENEY     CHRISTIE EUREK 
 JOHN FIET     QUINCE MICHL 
 SUSAN LENHOFF    MAURA TOLZIN 
 ALEX LEWIS 
 JILL MARSHALL 
 JOLENE QUARING 
 MIKE RIGGINS 
 MELISSA SANNY 
 BRIAN TERNUS 

Hello everyone!  
 
I am your new Individual Development 
Vice President. I have some great ideas 
for new projects this year. I also would 
like to see us continue the projects we 
have ran in the past year.  
 
Thank you to Janet Oenbring for her hard 
work and dedication the last 2 years with 
chairing our supper club. This 
year, we are looking for a new 
chairperson for this. If you are 
interested, let anyone on the 
board know.  
 

A couple of the new projects 
that I have in mind are a wine 
tasting, and a tour of the Lin-
coln art galleries. Again, if you 
are interested in helping with 
these projects, or have ideas 
for new projects, let your 

board know. I am looking forward to 
the new year, I hope all of you are 
too.  
 
Kendra Werth  
Individual Development Vice President 

Nebraska Jaycees Year-End Convention 
February 20-22 in North Platte 

Awards Nominations due by February 5 
ANYONE may nominate themselves or others for 
project or personal accomplishments for 2003! 
Contact a Board member for more info!) 



Year-End Banquet/Inaugural 
 
Happy New Year Lincoln Jaycees, 

Christmas and New Year’s Eve have passed but the time for 2003 celebrations isn’t 
over yet. We have celebrated the birth of Christ and the coming of 2004 and now it is 
time to celebrate our Jaycee success in 2003. 

Please join us on Saturday, January 24 for food, excitement, beverages, music, 
dancing, awards and meeting the 2004 Board of Directors. The festivities will be held 
at The Cornhusker, Nebraska’s Grand Hotel, located at 333 South 13th Street.  

Social time will begin at 5:00PM and dinner will follow at 5:30PM. Everyone enjoying 
dinner will also be entertained with a slide show of our success stories and fun times 
in 2003. The night will then continue on with awards, introducing and inducting the 
2004 Board of Directors and finally end as we dance the night away. 

Please purchase your banquet tickets by January 19 from Lynn Weiland or Lea Al-
derman. The meal selections and prices will be announced at the GMM on January 7, 
but tickets will be around $20.00 - $25.00.  

Don’t miss out of the fun, and just join us to continue the holiday celebrations! Hope 
to see everyone there! 

Lynn Weiland (477-0676) 
Lea Alderman (416-1793)     

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
 
The 1st of the year is passed so that means 2004 is here. Lincoln Jaycees, 
we need your help. 

As planning rolls forward to January 24th (our annual Inaugural Banquet), 
we need your assistance! We want to put together a slide show to watch during dinner to 
help celebrate the past year but can’t do this without pictures. What we are asking for are 
photos that you have taken at Jaycee events this past year.  

We can use any form of a photo (digital or a print) but would prefer digital images via e-
mail to lynn@spiekerfamily.com. If you have regular prints, please indicate on the backs 
of the photos who they came from so we can return them after we scan them in.  

We would appreciate any photos between today and January 14 so we have time to put 
together the show (words only would be kind of boring). 

If you have pictures please, please, please, help us out. You can contact one of us to 
make arrangements on how to get the photos from you and to return them after our use.  
Your pictures will provide enjoyment for everyone to see what we did as a chapter even if 
they missed the project. 

Lynn Weiland (477-0676) 
Lea Alderman (416-1793)  
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Christmas Lighting A Success 
 
The lighting of the State Christmas tree was a festive event to get one 
and all into the spirit of Christmas . The K-Kids decorated the tree and 
had lots of wonderful munchies.  Thanks to all of you who brought the 
cookies, they were yummy!   
 
State President, Deb Ventris spoke at the ceremony on Sunday the 7th!  
There were around 200 people at this event!  Santa and Mrs. Clause 
made an appearance although slightly behind schedule.  We all know 

how busy Santa is this time of year and were glad they made it!  Thanks to all of you 
who helped with this project! 
 
Jill and Jodi 
 
 
 

Santa’s Helpers 
 
The gifts have been wrapped and delivered with cheer in hopes of 
a brighter Christmas for all who are near.  The families who have 
received their gifts have been truly grateful for your time and gen-
erosity!  One thank you follows: 
 
 Today I received a package for my children that your or-
ganization provided for their Christmas. There are just no words to describe the emo-
tions. Most all of the gifts went under the tree, but the coat I gave to my child right 
away. He was still wearing last year’s and had experienced a bit of wear and tear. 
 

Thank you so much for making our Christmas so much more blessed than I had 
hoped for. Thank you for the gift card to a store, the coats for my children, the toys and 
for the love it took to do all this for my family. This has never happened to us before 
and it is very moving to see so much given for us. I am humbled by the generosity of 
your group, and very grateful. Your organization amplifies the spirit behind Christmas, 
thank you. 
 
Thanks to those of you who helped for 
making this a very special Christmas for 
others through your generosity of time, 
shopping and wrapping gifts!  Have a 
wonderful Holiday Season! 
 
Jill and Jodi 



 

February Newsletter 
Articles will be due 
January 22, 2004 

to 2004 Focal Point  
Editor, Jill Smith 

Personals 
 
Lea- I©m glad you©re back. I missed you. 
 
Jill and Jodi- Great job on the Christmas Baskets! 
 
Lisa- You up for a trip to Tulsa? 
 
2004 Board - Thanks for stepping up to the plate, 
we’re here to support you! - Lincoln Jaycees 

Hi Lincoln Jaycees, 
 
Are you all ready for a fun year??? I hope so because that is my goal this year as Southeast Region 
Director. My theme this year is "It Must Be 5:00 Somewhere". I want everyone to remember this, it 
doesn©t have to be 5:00 for us to make an impact in our communities and chapters, get out there and 
have fun and spread the word about the Jaycees. Don©t keep this great organization a secret.  
 
It is my pleasure to announce your SE DD team: Tom Nun from Waverly and Gail Lutz from Nebraska 
City. Tom will be representing Nebraska City, Lincoln, Syracuse, and Humboldt. Gail will represent Au-
burn, Waverly, Beatrice, and Falls City. Make sure and keep the three of us updated on upcoming pro-
jects and events. We want to be considered a part of your chapter during this year and to help you ac-
complish your goals. 
 
I©m very excited myself about being Region Director this year. This is not a position that I ever really 
thought that I would have. Following the footsteps of RDs in this region like Dennis Chandler, Laura 
Steinman, Jeff Domino, and Brian Nichols won©t be easy, but all of these people motivated me and 
pushed me to come out of my shell and don©t be afraid to try new things, so here I am gang. The Jay-
cees have done a lot for me since joining. When I first joined Jaycees, I was a pretty quiet and shy per-
son who didn©t really want to get involved, in fact, I tried to hide in the back of the room at my first meet-
ing so that nobody would notice me. It©s thanks to people in my local chapter like Jay and Kris Snethen 
and Vicki Behrends that helped me develop my leadership skills and not to be afraid to try new things 
that I©ve turned into the person that I am today that goes around telling everyone to "GET ©ER DONE". 
My point is, don©t be afraid to try new things. Leave your comfort zone and don©t miss out on the oppor-
tunities that the Jaycees provides. Contribute in any way that you can to your chapter. I guarantee at 
the end of the year if you help out, you©ll have a pretty good feeling about yourself and that you made a 
difference. Just remember if you need any help, I can be reached on my cell phone at any time or e-
mail me with any questions or concerns. 
 
A few upcoming events: State LOTS will be in Kearney during the weekend of January 16-18. Region 
LOTS will be in Waverly on January 31st from 1-4 p.m. at the Community Foundation Building with a 
social to follow. I am asking all chapters to let me know what kind of training that they would like to see 
at Region LOTS. We are also planning a region social in Omaha for the Jeff Foxworthy/Larry the Cable 
Guy show on February 28th. If you are interested in attending, let me know by January 10th. 
 
In closing, make sure to get involved in your local chapter and your region in 2004 and help make this a 
successful year for the Southeast Region. 
 
Eldon Russell 
2004 Southeast Region Director 
"It Must Be 5:00 Somewhere" 
402/862-3283 (home) or 402/274-1375 (cell)  
E-mail: rr50127@alltel.net or eldonrussell@yahoo.com 
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Lincoln Junior Chamber 
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